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Emergency Escape and Rescue Opening Minimum Size

Code: 2012 Residential Code Date: July 2, 2012
Section: R310.1.1

Question:
What is the difference in the 4.0 square feet minimum net clear opening requirement and the
minimum glass area requirement for emergency escape and rescue openings?

Answer:

The 4.0 square feet minimum net clear opening refers to the opening required when the sash is in
the fully open position. This opening is expected to be used by the occupant for emergency
escape.

The 5.0 and 5.7 minimum glass area requirement is the size of the window opening when all the
sashes are removed. This opening size is based on the minimum required opening for a rescue
worker to enter and remove an occupant. Also it expected that the rescue worker has the
equipment required to knock the sash(s) out for access. The 5.7 square feet opening size for the
second and third floors is to account for the additional area needed to dismount a ladder and
enter the opening.
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