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Guidance Paper: Wedding Venues and Farm Buildings 

 

Code: 2018 NC Administrative Code and Policies Date: 3/5/2019 

Section: GS 143-138(B4)  

 

Code: 2018 NC Building Code 

Section: 101.2 

 

 

Question: 

Does a building constructed for use as a wedding venue or similar use on a farm outside the rules 

jurisdiction of a municipality qualify for the “farm building” building code exemption found in 

General Statute 143-138(B4) and Section 101.2 of the NC Building Code? 

 

Answer: 

Yes, everything but the electrical system.  An advisory letter from Special Deputy Attorney 

General, Daniel S. Johnson to General Counsel for the Department of Insurance, John Hoomani 

Dated March 4, 2019 (see attached copy) indicates that such buildings are exempt from the NC 

Building Codes if the buildings are not occupied for sleeping purposes and is outside the 

building-rules jurisdiction of a municipality.  Such buildings are then exempt because they are 

considered “agritourism” buildings.  The letter, however, indicates that electrical systems of such 

buildings are not exempt and are thus required to comply with the NC Electrical Code. 

Based on the advisory letter, the following guidance is offered: 

• An existing farm building that is to be used for a function such as a wedding venue and 

adds plumbing or HVAC systems for that function, those systems are exempt from the 

requirements of the codes, but any associated electrical wiring is not exempt. 

• New buildings constructed for functions such as wedding venues are exempt from the 

requirements of the codes, but any associated electrical wiring is not exempt. 

• Electrical systems are never exempt from the requirements of the codes. 
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