
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 30, 2022 
 
Mr. Jason Adkins 
President 
16 Pointe Properties, LLC 
222 Seacrest Drive 
Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480 
 
RE: 2018 NC Residential Code Section AM108.1 Post height and Table AM108.1 Deck Support Post 

Height 
 
Mr. Adkins: 
This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated September 15 that was 
received in NCDOI by email on September 15, 2022.  Your request for formal interpretation states in 
part: 
 
“Please advise if the height limit of a post for a deck described in AM108.1 is intended to limit the height 
due to a lack of lateral support for an individual deck (as there is no plurality given in the code).  If so 
please advise if decks on top of one another, just like a floor stacks on top of one another, are individual 
decks since they are laterally supported just like a wall or if “deck” in AM108.1 counts all decks(s) as a 
cumulative height even when laterally supported.  If the decks are cumulative then why does the code 
state deck in the singular and why does this not apply to a wall?” 
 
Remarks: 
Code sections noted in this letter are referring to the 2018 edition of the NC Residential Code unless 
otherwise noted.  
Attachment A is comprised of the request for formal interpretation as well as all supporting information 
submitted with the request. 
 
Code Analysis: 
Wood decks regulated under the 2018 NC Residential Code are accessory structures and the code 
requirements are included in Appendix M.  
 

AM102.1 Footings. Support posts shall be supported by a minimum footing in accordance with 
Figure AM102.1(1) and Table AM102.1. Minimum footing depth shall be 12 inches (305 mm) 
below finished grade in accordance with Section R403.1.4. Tributary area is calculated as shown 
in Figure AM102.1(2). 



 
 
Comments: Section AM102.1 notes that support posts shall be supported by a minimum footing in 
accordance with the accompanying figure (not shown for brevity) and table. Footnote a. of Table 
AM102.1 notes that the footing values listed are based on single floor and roof loads. 
 
AM108.1 Post Height. Maximum height of deck support posts shall be in accordance with Table 
AM108.1. 

 
 
Comments: Section AM108.1 notes the maximum height of deck support posts shall be in accordance 
with the accompanying table. Footnote c. of Table AM108.1 notes that decks with post heights 
exceeding the listed requirements shall be designed by a registered design professional. 
 
Conclusions: Appendix M Wood Decks applies only to single-level decks with a single floor and roof load 
on a single footing, not two-story or more loading conditions on a single footing nor multi-level decks. 
Support posts for single-level decks that exceed the values listed in Table AM108.1 and all multi-level 
decks are required to be designed by a registered design professional as those conditions are outside 
the scope of Appendix M and this code.   
 
Please call or email if you have comments or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David B. Rittlinger, PE, LEED AP 



Chief Code Consultant 
NCDOI-OSFM Engineering & Codes Division 
 
cc: File 

Bridget Herring, Chair - BCC 
Mark Matheny, Vice-Chair - BCC 
Gary Embler, Chair, Residential Super Committee - BCC 
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