
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 27, 2021 
 
Buddy Jenkins, PE 
President, Jenkins Consulting Engineers, PA 
1582 McArthur Road 
Fayetteville, NC 28311-1002 
 
RE: Applicability of Table 403.1, Footnote e  

2018 NCPC Table 403.1 – Minimum Number of Required Plumbing Fixtures 

Mr. Jenkins: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated July 17, 2021 that was received 
in NCDOI on July 20, 2021.  Your request for formal interpretation states: 

“We assert the local code enforcement official from Cumberland County inspections office is 
requiring compliance with code provisions that are no longer referenced in the NC Plumbing Code.  
Footnote “e” is not referenced in Table 403.1” 

Remarks: 

Because a previous request for appeal from you was dealing with the same site referenced in the 
attached request for formal interpretation I am assuming you are referencing the 2018 NC Plumbing 
Code. 

Per an email dated July 21, 2021 your request is for a formal interpretation instead of an appeal (see 
attachment B). 

This formal interpretation will respond based on the above two “remarks”. 

Code sections noted in this letter are referring to the 2018 edition of the NC Plumbing Code (NCPC) 
unless specifically noted. 

Attachments: 

• Attachment A: The letter of request for formal interpretation with supporting attachments 

• Attachment B: July 21, 2021 email clarifying that the request is for a formal interpretation 
instead of an appeal.  



 

 

Code Analysis: 

The “Preface” of the code indicates that the International Code Council (ICC) inserted arrows into the 
margins of the code where ICC removed text.  The arrows are placed between rows of text.  ICC inserts 
these arrows where text that existed in the previous edition no longer exists in the current edition.  The 
arrows do not imply that the code adjacent to and slightly lower than the arrow is no longer valid. 

The underlined text of footnote “e” indicates that it was added by the North Carolina Building Code 
Council. 

The reference to footnote “e” for occupancy classification A-3, “Places of worship and other religious 
services. Churches without assembly halls” of Table 403.1 was accidentally missing from the original 
printing of the code and will be addressed by errata.  The 2018 NC Building Code, Table 2902.1 does 
correctly reference footnote “e” to occupancy classification A-3, “Places of worship and other religious 
services. Churches without assembly halls” and correctly indicates the NC Building Code Council’s intent 
to reference footnote “e” to that occupancy and use.  Although not published as of the release of this 
letter, the errata containing the correction will be found by going to the following website where code 
amendments and errata are addressed: https://www.ncosfm.gov/2017-2021-approved-amendments-
201310-plumbing-code. 

Conclusions: 

The arrow in the margin adjacent and slightly above footnote “e” of Table 403.1 does not indicate that 
footnote “e” is not applicable; it indicates that ICC removed something from their 2015 edition that 
existed in their 2012 edition.  The reference to footnote “e” of Table 403.1 was erroneously left out of 
Table 403.1 at occupancy classification A-3 for “Places of worship and other religious services. Churches 
without assembly halls”.  Table 403.1, footnote “e” that was originated by the North Carolina Building 
Code Council is applicable to occupancy classification A-3 for “Places of worship and other religious 
services. Churches without assembly halls”.  Consequently, the Cumberland County inspector is correctly 
enforcing code provisions that exist. 
 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Deputy Commissioner 
Division Chief of Engineering 
 
cc: File 

Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Danny Priest, Vice-Chairman – BCC 
Keith Rogers, Chairman Mechanical/Plumbing Standing Committee – BCC 
Rawls Howard, Director of Planning and Inspections – Cumberland County 

 

  

https://www.ncosfm.gov/2017-2021-approved-amendments-201310-plumbing-code
https://www.ncosfm.gov/2017-2021-approved-amendments-201310-plumbing-code


 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 
   

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 
  
  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 
  
 
  

  



 

 

 
  
  

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

ATTACHMENT B 
 

From: Buddy Jenkins <buddyj@jenkinsce.pro>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 12:43 PM 
To: Martin, Carl <Carl.Martin@ncdoi.gov> 
Subject: [External] RE: JCE - Code Interpretation Appeal Request 20-July-21 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an 

attachment to Report Spam. 

 

Yes, an appeal of an interpretation, by the local inspector.  Your formal interpretation, I presume. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

 

 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: "Martin, Carl" <Carl.Martin@ncdoi.gov>  
Date: 7/21/21 12:36 PM (GMT-05:00)  
To: Buddy Jenkins <buddyj@jenkinsce.pro>  
Cc: Robin Depew <robind@jenkinsce.pro>  
Subject: RE: JCE - Code Interpretation Appeal Request 20-July-21  
 
Buddy, 
I wanted to let you know that I received your email yesterday and will processing it soon.  I noticed 
that you indicated on the email and the form that it is an “appeal”, but what you are actually asking 
about is a “formal interpretation” regarding footnote e.  I, therefore, plan to process it as a formal 
interpretation unless you have an objection. 
  

Carl Martin, RA 

Deputy Commissioner 

Division Chief of Engineering 

  
 

 

N.C. Department of Insurance 

Office of State Fire Marshal 
1202 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1202 

cell: 919-888-0284 

  
“Consistency” as defined by Merriam-Webster – “harmony of conduct or practice with 
profession” 
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