
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 22, 2021 
 
Thomas Brasse 
NC HBA - CLT 
5047 Sharlon Woods Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
 
RE: NCPC 403.5.1 C900 Underground Water Distribution Pipe 

2012 NCPC Section 101.2, exception #4 

Mr. Brasse: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated April 13, 2020 that was received 
in NCDOI by email on April 13, 2021.  Your request for formal interpretation, in my words, states: 

Can AWWA C900 water service pipe be used even though it is not listed in 2012 NC Plumbing Code 
Tables 605.3 – Water Service Pipe or 605.5 – Pipe Fittings? 

Remarks: 

Code sections noted in this letter are referring to the 2012 edition of the NC Plumbing Code (NCPC) 
unless otherwise noted. 

Your reference to Section 403.5.1 is not correct as there is no section in the 2012 NCPC with that 
number.  This interpretation assumes that the correct reference is 605.3 – Water Service Pipe.  

Code Analysis: 

Section 605.3 indicates that all acceptable pipes are listed in Table 605.3 – Water Service Pipe.  Table 
605.3 does not list C900 pipe just as Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement indicates in the attachment 
provided with the request for formal interpretation. 

Section 605.3 indicates the water service pipe shall have a minimum water pressure of 160psi and piping 
shall be rated for the maximum pressure that exists at the site even if it is over 160psi. 

The first sentence of Section 105.2 – Alternative Materials, Methods, and Equipment states: “The 
provisions of this are not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to prohibit any method 
of construction not specifically prescribed by this code, provided that such alternative has been 
approved.” 

Conclusions: 

The code does not list C900 as an approved water service pipe in Section 605.3, however, C900 piping is 
a proven water pipe that has been used for years and continues to be used as municipal and county 
water mains.  C900 pipe and associated fittings should, therefore, be acceptable as approved alternate 
materials under Section 105.2 where the pipe and associated fittings are used similar to municipal or 
county water mains.  Because it is an alternate material and local inspection jurisdiction may not have a 



 

 

means of testing such installation, the contractor installing the pipe and associated fittings is responsible 
for hiring and paying for third-party inspections and test of such installations as is allowed under Section 
105.3 – Required Testing when the local inspection jurisdiction determines it is unqualified to or 
incapable of performing such tests and inspections. 
 
Please call if you have comments or questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Deputy Commissioner 
Division Chief of Engineering 
 
cc: File 

Patrick Granson, Director, Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement 
Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Danny Priest, Vice-Chairman – BCC 
Keith Rogers, Chairman – BCC Mechanical/Plumbing Standing Committee 

  



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

From: Rowland, Tommy D. <Tommy.Rowland@mecklenburgcountync.gov>  
Sent: Friday, March 5, 2021 11:01 AM 
To: Tom Brasse <tbrasse@rkinvestors.com>; Granson, Patrick 
<Patrick.Granson@mecklenburgcountync.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External]C900 pipe underground, outside of the building footprint, inside property 
lines 
 

 

 
 
C900 is not an approved material on Table 605.3 



 

 

 
 
 
Tommy Rowland 
Mechanical/Plumbing Code Administrator 
2145 Suttle Ave 
Charlotte, NC  28208 
980-314-3099 
Tommy.Rowland@Mecklenburgcountync.gov 
 

Be a   Notify Me  
POWER USER 

 
Click on the box above for 

Email Alerts,  Bulletins & 

Code Enforcement News 

 
From: Tom Brasse <tbrasse@rkinvestors.com>  
Sent: Friday, March 5, 2021 10:52 AM 
To: Granson, Patrick <Patrick.Granson@mecklenburgcountync.gov> 
Cc: Rowland, Tommy D. <Tommy.Rowland@mecklenburgcountync.gov> 
Subject: [External]C900 pipe underground, outside of the building footprint, inside property lines 
Importance: High 

mailto:Tommy.Rowland@Mecklenburgcountync.gov
mailto:tbrasse@rkinvestors.com
mailto:Patrick.Granson@mecklenburgcountync.gov
mailto:Tommy.Rowland@mecklenburgcountync.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/charmeck.org/Pages/NotifyMe.aspx__;!!HYmSToo!IpdrZsxgijxJEeOh-QDMuAEhMjp3WH0wUzALiTcdQZLvi8CZaK_XhgpIerGx-HyyTrw$


 

 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  
 
Patrick, (copying Tommy too) 
They want more specific information.  Can you give me the Plumbing code and section that C900 
conflicts with for this use?  I am trying to turn this back to them quickly.  I thought what I had sent 
was enough, but paperwork…. 
Thanks, 
Tom 
From: Martin, Carl <Carl.Martin@ncdoi.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 10:19 AM 
To: Tom Brasse <tbrasse@rkinvestors.com> 
Cc: Privott, Robert <RPrivott@nchba.org>; Granson, Patrick 
<Patrick.Granson@mecklenburgcountync.gov>; Burns, Mark <mark.burns@ncdoi.gov> 
Subject: [SPAM]RE: Formal Interpretation needed.- C900 pipe underground, outside of the 
building footprint, inside property lines 
 
Tom, 
This often happens with methods or products that are beyond the actual codes.  You can request a 
formal interpretation by completing the attached form and attaching a letter on letterhead stationary 
describing in detail the situation and the reason for approval of the material.  You can then either 
mail me the hardcopy of all this or email a pdf of it to me.  Attach any other information that would 
be helpful in describing or detailing the material and situation or otherwise supports your 
position.  Things like a site plan showing a site indicating where the proposed pipe would be located 
as well as a product description of the material (C900 pipe in this case) would be helpful. 
 
I am typically able to respond to a request within 2 weeks of receipt of the request.  Hope to hear 
from you soon. 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Chief Code Consultant 
 

N.C. Department of Insurance 
Office of State Fire Marshal 
1202 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1202 
cell: 919-888-0284 
 

“Consistency” as defined by Miriam Webster – “harmony of conduct or practice with 
profession” 
 
From: Tom Brasse <tbrasse@rkinvestors.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2021 4:24 PM 
To: Burns, Mark <mark.burns@ncdoi.gov>; Martin, Carl <Carl.Martin@ncdoi.gov> 
Cc: Privott, Robert <RPrivott@nchba.org>; Granson, Patrick 
<Patrick.Granson@mecklenburgcountync.gov> 
Subject: [External] Formal Interpretation needed.- C900 pipe undergound, outside of the building 

mailto:Carl.Martin@ncdoi.gov
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mailto:RPrivott@nchba.org
mailto:Patrick.Granson@mecklenburgcountync.gov
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mailto:Carl.Martin@ncdoi.gov
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footprint, inside property lines 
Importance: High 
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an 

attachment to Report Spam. 

 

 
Mr. Burns and Mr. Martin, 
Thank you for your email to Mr. Privott, which I was lucky enough to see.  I have spoken to Mr. 
Granson, who is Mecklenburg County’s code enforcement head and they cannot allow us to use the 
pipe with the email you generated for us. 
We do not have a vested rights issue here that we need to address.  We need a product approved, 
with limitations.  Despite the pipe being installed for over 20 years in this exact scenario on private 
properties and more than that in the public domain, The City and County are NOT going to allow 
the use of this pipe based on the plumbing code.  This issue is the outcome of the local municipality 
deciding they cannot review underground distribution on private property and throwing it to the 
County for review and inspection.  NCDENR DWQ is reviewing this very product on sites in other 
counties today and approving it on private systems.  It is designed, installed and inspected by a 
licensed professional engineer.  There are literally thousands of miles of this pipe in use all over 
Mecklenburg County. 
 
We need someone to step up and make the formal interpretation that this is acceptable for use as a 
utility pipe on private sites, underground, outside of the building footprint.  We need it approved as 
an alternate and a formal interpretation and I have been working on this for nearly a year and sent all 
the information that could possibly be needed, testing, ASTM info, engineering, etc.  This is 
equivalent or better than what is in the code now and after more than a year of asking and now 
hundreds of thousands of unnecessary cost to housing in Mecklenburg County, we need your help.   
Thank you for your consideration. 
Tom 
 
Thomas Brasse 
RK Investors Charlotte 
3800 Pomfret Lane 
Charlotte NC 28211 
704-309-1937 
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