
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 29, 2021 
 
Chris Schiavons 
Gemstone Homes 
206 Raleigh Street 
Fuqua-Varina, NC 27526 
 
RE: Existence of a Roll-Up Door Constitutes a Garage 

2018 NCRC Section R302.5 and R302.6 

Mr. Schiavons: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated January 19, 2021 that was 
received in NCDOI by email on that same date.  Your request for formal interpretation, in my words, 
states: 

Does converting an exterior door opening from double swinging doors (French doors) to a roll-up 
door that is large enough for an automobile qualify the space as a “garage” and require compliance 
with Section R302.5 and R302.6 of the 2018 NC Residential Code (NCRC)? 

Remarks: 

Code sections noted in this letter are referring to the 2018 edition of the NCRC unless otherwise noted. 

The plans provided with this request for formal interpretation do not match those provided for the 
informal interpretation in that the space in question is wider on the later plans than on the informal 
interpretation request plans (see Attachments B and C).  The space is now 8’-1” wide with a 7’-0 wide 
door.  The original informal request showed a 7’-4” wide space with 5’-4” wide double swinging doors. 

Attachments: 

• Attachment A: As a matter of record the request for formal interpretation is provided. 

• Attachment B: The as-built basement plan of the floor area in question. 

• Attachment C: The original sealed plan of the floor area in question submitted with the informal 
request for interpretation. 

• Attachment D: The rear elevation from the as-built drawings. 

• Attachment E: A photograph of the rear view of the house provided by Ken Godwin in a January 
7, 2021 email to Carl Martin. 

Code Analysis: 

The purpose of Sections R302.5.1 and R302.6 is to protect sleeping occupants of the dwelling from fire 
and smoke by slowing the migration of fire and smoke into the dwelling from the garage.   

The purpose of Section R305.5.2 is to protect occupants from carbon monoxide poisoning at all times as 
well as protect sleeping occupants from fire and smoke.  



 

 

The International Code Council (ICC) commentary for Section R302.6 states in part: 

“Numerous potential hazards exist within garages because occupants of dwelling units tend to 
store a variety of hazardous materials there.  Along with this and the potential for CO build-up 
within the garage, the code requires that the garage be separated from the dwelling and attic as 
indicated in Table R302.6.” 

Section R201.3 states: 
“Where terms are not defined in this code such terms shall have the meanings ascribed in 
other code publications of the North Carolina Building Code Council.” 

The 2017 NC Electrical Code (NEC), Article 100 defines “garage” as follows: 

“A building or portion of a building in which one or more self-propelled vehicles can be kept 
for use, sale, storage, rental, repair, exhibition, or demonstration purposes.” 

Section R201.4 states: 

“Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by this section, such terms 
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context implies.” 

Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines garage as “a shelter or repair shop for automotive 
vehicles”.  Merriam-Webster then defines “automotive vehicle” as “ SELF-PROPELLED” or “of, 
relating to, or concerned with self-propelled vehicles or machines”. 

Both the 2017 NEC and Merriam-Webster reference “self-propelled vehicles”. 

Conclusions: 

The installation of a roll-up door does not in itself determine whether a space is considered a garage.  
The code also does not stipulate that the room name provided on a set of plans determines whether a 
space is considered a garage.  Based on the above code analysis the purpose of the space determines 
whether it is a garage.  If “self-propelled vehicles” such as, but not limited to, cars, trucks, motorcycles, 
riding lawn equipment, golf carts, boats, and yard, garden, or farm tractors are stored or serviced in a 
space the code considers the space a “garage” and compliance with Sections R302.5 and R302.6 is 
required as well as Section R309.   

Parts of this conclusion regarding “self-propelled lawn equipment” is contrary to the informal 
interpretation that I provided on January 8, 2021.  Deeper research brought me to the conclusion 
provided here and supersedes any conclusion I provided on this subject prior to this letter. 

  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/self-propelled


 

 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Deputy Commissioner 
Division Chief of Engineering 
 
cc: File 

Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Danny Priest, Vice-Chairman – BCC 
David Smith, Chairman Residential Code Committee – BCC 

 

  



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

ATTACHMENT B 
(As-Built) 

 

 
  



 

 

ATTACHMENT C 
(Original Design) 

 
 



 

 

ATTACHMENT D 
(As Built) 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

ATTACHMENT E 
(Rear View) 

 

 
 

 


