
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May 9, 2022 
 
Mr. Kevin Kennedy 
Cluck Design Collaborative, PLLC 
1530 Elizabeth Avenue, Suite 200 
Charlotte, NC 28204 
 
RE: 2018 NC Plumbing Code 

2018 NCPC, 403.2 Separate facilities and 405.3.2 Public lavatories 

Mr. Kennedy: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated April 13, 2022 that was received 
in NCDOI by email on April 14, 2022.  Your request for formal interpretation states: 

“Hi David. Respectfully, Cluck would like to appeal an interpretation of the Building Code, specifically 
the interpretation of Separate facilities for Hand Washing.  We have prepared a comprehensive 
document, please see attached.” 

Remarks: 

Code sections noted in this letter are referring to the 2018 edition of the NC Plumbing Code unless 
otherwise noted. 

Attachment A is comprised of the request for formal interpretation as well as all supporting information 
submitted with the request. 

Code Analysis: 

2018 NCPC 403.2 Separate facilities states the following: 

403.2 Separate facilities. Where plumbing fixtures are required, separate facilities shall be provided 
for each sex. 

Exceptions: 

1. Separate facilities shall not be required for dwelling units and sleeping units. 
2. Separate facilities shall not be required in business occupancies with a total 

occupant load, including both employees and customers, of 30 or fewer. Separate 
facilities shall not be required in all other structures or tenant spaces with a total 
occupant load, including employees and customers, of 25 or fewer. 

3. Separate facilities shall not be required in mercantile occupancies in which the 
maximum occupant load is 100 or fewer. 



 

 

4. Except as provided in Section 405.3.2. 
5. Where the code requires only one toilet facility for each sex, two unisex facilities 

may be substituted for separate facilities. 

Comments: The code requires separate facilities for males and females for the purposes of privacy and 
safety. The exceptions are intended to limit cost and space hardships for smaller spaces and occupancies.  

2018 NCPC 405.3.2 Public lavatories states the following: 

405.3.2 Public lavatories. In employee and public toilet rooms, the required lavatory shall be 
located in the same room as the required water closet except in Education K—5, lavatories may be 
provided in a common toilet room vestibule, visible from the corridor. 

Comments: The required lavatories and water closets shall be in the same room or in an adjacent room 
connected by openings without doors.   

Conclusions: 

2018 NCPC 403.2 Separate facilities and 405.3.2 Public lavatories require separate facilities for each 
sex and for the lavatories and water closets to be located in the same room unless the exceptions 
apply. Unless the exceptions apply, sharing facilities, water closets and lavatories between sexes is 
prohibited by the code. 

 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David B. Rittlinger, PE, LEED AP 
Chief Code Consultant 
NCDOI-OSFM Engineering & Codes Division 
 
cc: File 

Bridget Herring, Chair – BCC 
Danny Priest, Vice-Chair – BCC, Chair – BCC Building Standing Committee 
Tommy Rowland, Mechanical/Plumbing Code Administrator, Mecklenburg County, NC 
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