
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 20, 2020 
 
Chad Askew 
Housing Studio, PA 
333 West Trade Street, Suite 300 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
 
RE: Fountains at Endhaven, Charlotte, NC 

2012 NCPC Section 405.3.1 Clearance Requirements Between Lavatories 

Mr. Askew: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated March 12, 2020 that was 
received in NCDOI by email on March 16, 2020.  Your request for formal interpretation states: 

“In summary, we are seeking clarification regarding whether this 30” requirement (2012 NC 
Plumbing Code, Section 405.3.1) should extend to additional, non-required fixtures such as second 
sinks in a master bedroom, given that the code is silent regarding this specific condition.” 

Remarks: 

Code sections noted in this letter are referring to the 2012 edition of the NC Plumbing Code unless 
otherwise noted. 

Although the appeal request identifies 403.5.1 as the section being addressed it is actually 405.3.1. 

Code Analysis: 

The basis of the appeal appears to be that because the second lavatory is not a required fixture it is not 
required to comply with Section 405.3.1.  Unfortunately, 405.3.1 is not limited to required fixtures; it 
addresses all fixtures just as the sanitary drain requirement of Chapter 7 apply to all fixtures.   

The appeal also mentions using the fixture clearances of the NC Residential Code (NCRC) because the 
lavatories are contained within a dwelling unit.  Section 405.3.1 contains no exception that allows use of 
the NCRC fixture clearances for dwelling constructed under the NC Building Code. 

Conclusions: 

All lavatory fixtures are required by Section 405.3.1 to be spaced a minimum of 30 inches center-to-
center of the lavatory bowl. 



 

 

As a matter of reference, a copy of your letter of request for formal interpretation (Attachment A below) 
and associated exhibits are included with this letter. 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Chief Code Consultant 
 
cc: File 

Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Keith Rogers, Chairman Plumbing Standing Committee – BCC 
Cliff Isaac, Deputy Commissioner of Engineering – NCDOI 
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