
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 17, 2020 
 
Ben Burke 
Burke Design Group, PA 
3305-109 Durham Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
 
RE: 2018 NC Mechanical Code, Table 403.3.1.1 Minimum Ventilation Rates 

“Pet Shops” from Table 403.3.1.1 Applicable to Animal Hospitals 

Mr. Burke: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated March 4, 2020 that was 
received in NCDOI by email on March 5, 2020.  In my words you are requesting: 

Is the line item labelled “Pet Shops” in 2018 NC Mechanical Code, Table 403.3.1.1 limited to pet 
boarding areas or does it apply to all areas of an animal hospital where pets may be present? 

Remarks: 

All code section references are from the 2018 NC Mechanical Code unless noted otherwise in this 
letter. 

Code Analysis: 

It appears that the intent of term “Pet Shops” in Table 403.3.1.1 is to control the spread of odor and 
possible pathogens to areas that do not contain pets. 

Conclusions: 

All areas where pets are or may be present should be addressed as required by the line item labelled 
“Pet Shops” in Table 403.3.1.1.  Per footnote b of Table 403.3.1.1 air from areas where pets are 
expected to be located such as exam rooms, treatment areas, waiting areas, and connecting 
hallways should not be recirculated into areas where pets are not expected such as private offices, 
storage rooms, and break rooms. 



 

 

As a matter of reference, a copy of your letter of request for formal interpretation and attachments 
(Attachment A below) are included with this letter. 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Chief Code Consultant 
 
cc: File 

Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Keith Rogers, PE, Chairman Mechanical Code Standing Committee – BCC 
David Rittlinger – NC DOI 

 

  



 

 

ATTACHEMNT A 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 


