
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 13, 2020 
 
Dan Kugler 
All Starz Morrisville 
6410 McCrimmon Pkwy 
Morrisville, NC 28480 
 
RE: All Starz Code Interpretation – Classroom Thermostat Accessibility 

7429 Roberts Road, Cary, NC 27519 

Mr. Kugler: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation that I received by email on 
February 19, 2020.  Restated in my own words you are asking: 

Can thermostats regulating classroom air temperature be located higher than 48 inches 
above finished floor based on 2018 NC Building Code, Section 1109.13, Exception #1 if the 
thermostats are located in an office area remote to the classrooms such that only the 
building owner has access to the thermostats? 

Remarks: 

The intent of Section 1109.13, Exception #1 is to accommodate locations where only 
service/maintenance personnel have access to the mechanism. 

“Accessible” in Section 1109.13 means, in part, compliance with the reach range requirements 
of ANSI A117.1, Section 308. 

Conclusion: 

The user of the thermostats as described in your request for formal interpretation (attachment 
A) is the building owner.  As such the owner is acting as the service/maintenance personnel; 
however, there is no indication that the thermostat is secured from use by other occupants of 
the building.  If the thermostats are secured where only the building owner has access then the 
intent of 1109.13, Exception #1 is met.  Secure would require something like a locked cover or 
something similar that restricts the setting of the thermostat to the building owner or other 
service/maintenance personnel. 
 
 
 



 

 

As a matter of reference, a copy of your letter of request is included with this letter. 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Chief Code Consultant 
 
cc: File 

Rudy Baker, Building Inspections & Permitting – Apex, NC 
Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Danny Priest, Chairman Commercial Code Standing Committee – BCC 
Cliff Isaac – NC DOI 
 

 
  



 

 

ATTACHEMNT A 
 

 


