
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 18, 2019 
 
Chris Whaley 
Davidson County 
912 Greensboro Street 
Lexington, NC  27292 
 
RE: 2018 NC Plumbing Code, Section 403.3.1 

Fixture Location Relative to the Associated Building 

Mr. Whaley: 

This letter is in response to your letter of request for formal interpretation dated October 17, 2019 that I received 
by email on October 17, 2019.  You stated in your letter three questions: 

1. Does this code mean simply that the required plumbing facilities / fixtures must be located within the 
building?  

2. Or can the required plumbing facilities / fixtures be located within the site or adjoining buildings as long as 
they are along an accessible route and within travel distances?   

3. If it is allowed for the required plumbing facilities / fixtures to be located within the site in an adjoining 
building, other than an accessible route, are there any additions requirements? 

Notes: All code references are to the 2018 North Carolina Code editions unless specified otherwise. 

 

Remarks: 

According to the 2015 IBC Commentary the intent of 403.3.1 is that toilet fixtures be available to occupants 
whenever the building(s) associated with the fixtures is occupied. 

Responses: 

Question #1: 

The code does not require the fixtures to be locates within the building that the fixtures are servicing. 

Question #2: 

The fixtures can be located separate from the building that they serve, but the fixtures must be located such 
that they are guaranteed to be available whenever the building that is being served is occupied and 
compliance with the travel distance allowances of NC Plumbing Code, Section 403.3.3 is maintained.  NC 
Building Code, Section 1104.2 requires an accessible route to the fixtures. 

Question #3: 

See response #2 above. 
 
  



 

 

As a matter of reference, a copy of your letter (Attachment A below) requesting a formal interpretation is included 
with this letter. 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Chief Code Consultant 
 
cc: File 

Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Keith Rogers, Chairman Plumbing Code Standing Committee – BCC 
 

  



 

 

ATTACHEMNT A 

 


