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Fire Rescue Commission Meeting 
Kernersville FD 
Kernersville, NC 

July 11, 2023 

Member Attendees: Harley Cook, Chair Ryan Cole Robert Poe 
Freddy Johnson  Andy Thomas Kevin Gordon  
Walter Gardner  Tim Henshaw Steve Roberson  
Gary Whitman  Josh Smith Vernon Massengill 
Brian Taylor 

Others present: Monna Gillespie, Brian Wade, Chris Decker 

Welcome and call to order – Harley Cook  10:00 AM 

Invocation – Harley Cook 

Ethics Statement – Harley Cook 

Approval of Agenda as presented- Walter Gardner moved to approve the agenda.   Ryan Cole seconded.  Motion 
approved.   

Approval of January 10, 2023 minutes – Robert Poe made a motion to approve the April 11, 2023 minutes.  Gary 
Whitman seconded.  Motion approved.   

Elections 

Nominations for Chair – Harley Cook (Robert Poe moved to nominate Harley Cook. Ryan Cole 2nd.)  No other 
nominations. Harley Cook was approved.  

Nominations for Vice Chair – Freddy Johnson (Ryan Cole moved to nominate Freddy Johnson. Vernon Massengill 
2nd. ) and Robert Poe (Gary Whitman moved to nominate Robert Poe. Walter Gardner 2nd.). Freddy Johnson was 
approved.  

Appointments: 
Freddy Johnson, as Vice Chair, appointed Jason Davis to the CFI Board. 

Cert Board: Tim Pennell replacement from the NC Association of Rescue and Emergency Medical Services – 
Nominations was Malcom Smith and Wes Blackwelder.  Robert Poe spoke highly of both gentlemen. Gary Whitman 
moved to approve Malcom Smith to replace Tim Pennell on the Certification Board. Ryan Cole 2nd. Approved.  

CFI Board: Donald Wallace replacement from the NC State Fire Marshal – Nominations were Buddy Thompson and 
Brian Kelly.  Freddy Johnson moved to nominate Buddy Thompson. Gary Whitman 2nd. Approved. 
Replacement for Matthew Davis from the NC State Bureau of Investigations – D.R. Burkett.  Freddy moved to 
approve D.R. Burkett. Ryan Cole 2nd. Approved.  

Board Reports 
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Certification Board - Chair Kevin Gordon 
 
 
Terry Foxx is new Chair of the Cert Board and Derrick Clouston was appointed to the Vice -Chair position. 
 
NFPA – TR update 
Request from an incarnated for their transcript. Jailed on a felony. Discussion 
 
Discussion on NFPA 1006 Policy – (See attached.) 
Freddy Johnson moved to approve 2023 TR proposal as presented.  Josh Smith 2nd. Approved. 
 
Felony – Cert Board recommendation for change to their 200-08 Policy. Adopt the OEMS policy until the Boards 
have something better in place.  
A. Background check 
     Pre-determination Process 
B. Fire Arson background check 
 
Correction on numbering on policy. (See attached) 
Discussion. 
Gary Whitman moved to approve this policy. Ryan Cole 2nd. Approved. 
 
Discussion on 2 felony cases. 
 
Vernon Massengill moved to certify both individuals. Ryan Cole 2nd. Approved.  
 
 
Workers Comp – Mike Hill 
 
Met virtually on June 19th. Still collecting premiums. 
 
CFI Board – Freddy Johnson 
 
CFI Board cancelled July 5th meeting. Held meeting on July 26th. Finalizing CFI test. 
 

 
New Business 
 
None 
 
Agency Reports 

 
OSFM Report – Brian Taylor 
New office update – Staff eported back to office on July 5th at the Rock Quarry office. Discussed the Legislative 
Budget as far as OSFM becoming independent of DOI to a degree.  Stanley County Training Center is in the 
designing phase. New OSFM office staff is David Morris, Chris Decker and Kevin Gordon.  All positions are full at 
this time.  
Brian Taylor requested that rules be submitted and be discussed at the next meeting and be placed on the agenda. 
Harley Cook approved. Kevin Gordon will still chair that committee but under his OSFM duties. 
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NCSFA – Tim Bradley - See Attachment 
 
Association of Rescue & EMS – Robert Poe – See Attachment 
 
Association of Fire Chiefs – Wes Hutchins – See Attachment  
 
Department of Community Colleges – Kenny Wetherington  
Wrapped up Spring semester, data error clean up still ongoing, Working to push TR completion 
 
Emergency Management – None 
 
Society of Fire/Rescue Instructors – Nothing 
 
Professional Firefighters and Paramedics of NC – Josh Smith 
Josh informed the board that Scott Mullins had accepted a position as State & Policy Director and moved to DC.  
Scott would like to stay on the F&R Commission Board.  
 
Dept of Labor –Cory Dunphy - See Attachment 
 
OEMS – None 
 
Forestry – None 
 
Dept of Justice – Teresa Postell – See Attachment 
 
Other Business 
 
Ryan Cole presented letter from April meeting from Attorney Stein = question to Teresa Postell.  
 
Josh Smith moved to adjourn at 11:32 AM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Monna Gillespie 


















































	Fire Rescue Commission Meeting - 7-11-2023 DRAFT.pdf
	scan_mgillespie_2023-09-21-16-12-00.pdf

