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Fire Rescue Commission Meeting 
Buncombe County Training Center 
Woodfin, NC 

April 12, 2022 

Member Attendees: Phil Welch, Vice Chair 
Josh Smith 
Robert Poe 
Kevin Gordon 
Tim Henshaw 

Harley Cook,Chair
Ryan Cole
Cloyce Anders  
Freddy Johnson  
Randy 
Thompson  Gary 
Whitman  

Andy Thomas 

Others present: Monna Gillespie, Matt Thorpe, Shawn Haynes, Kim Williams, Mike Williams, Brian Wade, Tony 
Robinson 

Welcome and call to order – Chair, Harley Cook 10:00 AM 

Invocation – Cloyce Anders 

Ethics Statement - Harley Cook   

Approval of Agenda as presented- Kevin Gordon made a motion to approve the agenda.   Josh Smith seconded.  
Motion approved.   

Approval of January 2022 Minutes – Freddy Johnson made a motion to approve the January 2022 minutes.  PJosh 
Smith seconded.  Motion approved.   

Appointments: 
Harley Cook reappointed Lee Newcomb to the CFI board. 
Cloyce Anders nominated Walter Gardner to the Certification Board.  Phil Welch seconded. Acclamation 
passed.   

Board Reports 

Certification Board - Chair Kevin Gordon 

Certification Board March 8, 2022. 
FIP 3030 – Delivery Agencies can do individual testing or one single test now. Staff will teach delivery agencies how 
to do it. 
Errors on portal via delivery agencies can be fixed by OSFM staff prior to March 15th only. 
5 Instructors were suspended. They lost all qualifications, must take Indoc class again, and requalify at Q school. 
Voluntary statements will be signed and collected.  
Next Certification Board meeting is Jun 14, 2022. 

Cloyce Anders moved to approve the certification board report as presented. Ryan Cole seconded. Motion passed. 
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Volunteer Safety Workers Compensation Board – Cloyce Anders – See attachment 

The Workers Compensation Board met on December 12, 2021 – virtual meeting The fund has paid out over $150 
million claims. 
Claims are trending downward, but the average cost is trending up. 
Premiums paid will be returned to the fire departments - $7 million. 
Danny Allen has been contracted to provide five-year projections for member premiums and give 
recommendations going forward. 

Certified Fire Investigator Board - Freddy Johnson 

IFSAC approved the Alternate Edition, 2022 for Certified Fire Investigator 
CFI – Recertification down to last 90 days. Must take 4 approved elective and 1 mandatory law and admin class. 
Working on automative process. 
CFI applications figures 
1st quarter – 7 applications – 5 approved, 2 denied 
2nd quarter – 9 applications – 7 approved, 1 denied, 1 pending 
Total 2022 – 16 applications received, 12 approved, denied 3, 1 pending 

Old Business 

By-Law Change – Kevin Gordon 

Gary Whitman moved to change the CFI membership from 9 seats to 11 seats by adding one Certification Board 
seat and one OSFM FIU seat.  Freddy Johnson seconded.  Motion passed.  

New Business 

Rules Review Commission – Period review process – Kim Williams 

Presented letter from Tom Felling with the recommendation to leave policy as it currently is.  
Kevin Gordon moved to readopt 11 NCAC 05B.0301 as is. Josh Smith seconded. Motion passed. 

Felony Applicant – Kevin Gordon 
 Kevin Gordon presented a Felony Applicant (Ibrahim Mahdi) report. Cert Board denied his application based on 
felony policy 200.08. Mr. Mahdi spoke and answered questions. Freddy Johnson spoke on his behalf and recused 
himself from voting.  
Andy Thomas moved to accept the Cert. Board recommendation to this case. Josh Smith seconded. Motion passed. 
Discussion on policy. 
Kevin Gordon moved that the Commission Board appoint himself and Freddy Johnson to work on a committee, 
and the ability to bring on anyone on to help form a new policy and bring that recommendation to the Commission 
board for approval. Gary Whitman seconded. Motion passed.  
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Agency Reports 
 

OSFM Report – Mike Williams/ Kim Williams  
 
Mike Williams announced the retirement of Kim William effective July 1, 2022.  
He announced the restructuring of Kim Williams position and new developments. Brian Wade will be assuming the 
F & R Commission.  
Smoke Alarm Grant – closes this Friday and will be held the 1st Saturday in June. 
Update on the Covid - $10,000 grant 
Update on the $35,000 Matching Grant 
 
Kim Williams Updated them on Elite. Average of 20 fire departments moving to Elite every month 
30 Year accreditation – for the Fire & Rescue Commission 
261,918 seals  which equals to 3rd in the world in levels. We currently have 54 levels. 
 
 
NCSFA – Ed Brinson – See attachment 
Rosters ended 1/15/22 – extended to Monday night – less than 50% 
Legislative Day – May 5th 
SAFRE  - August 10-13 
Books are available on the history Fire Service in NC 
 
Association of Rescue & EMS – Joel Faircloth 
 
Scholarships will be announced on May 15th 
 
Association of Fire Chiefs – Kevin Gordon  
 
Mid-Winter conference 2023 will be held February 1st through February 4th.   
Dues increased 
Plans to update the NC Fallen Firefighter Memorial enhancement 
By law change 
Reference manual 

 
Department of Community Colleges – No report 
Emergency Management – No report 
Society of Fire/Rescue Instructors – No report 
 
Professional Firefighters and Paramedics of NC – Josh Smith 
 
Dept of Labor – Josh Smith – (See attachment) 
 
OEMS – No report  
 
Forestry – Randy Kearney 
 
50/50 Matching funds grant 
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Dept of Justice – Teresa Postell 
 
NC Ophoid Settlement Money – April-May money disbursement will go out.  $750 million  - Onlsow & Guilford 
County 
 
 
Other Business 

Next meeting – July 12,2022 in Kernersville 
October 11,2022 in Fayetteville 
Kevin Gordon moved to adjourned. Josh Smith seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Monna Gillespie 
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TERESA POSTELL 
APPELLATE & POST-CONVICTION 

(919) 716-6558 
 

   

April 12, 2022 
 
Kim Williams 
Division Chief | Deputy Commissioner  
Fire & Rescue Commission/RPD/Administration 
North Carolina Department of Insurance 
Office of State Fire Marshal 
1202 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1202 
 
Re: April 2022 Meeting 
 
Dear Ms. Williams: 
 
 This letter, as per your request, in sum includes the most important information I shared 
today. Attorney General Stein led negotiations and achieved the recent opioid settlement, which 
in total will result in North Carolina receiving $750 million. The money will begin going to local 
governments in late April to early May 2022. EMS and Fire Services should work alongside their 
city and county officials to determine the best ways to spend that money. The link below includes 
specific information about what the money can be used for, how to plan for using it and some 
sample documents. There are also some great EMS overdose programs around the state, including 
Onslow County EMS and Guilford County EMS, which would be helpful models and valuable 
peer resource information.  
 
Here's the link to more info: https://ncopioidsettlement.org/ 
 
I also want to pass the information on to everyone regarding the Peace Officers Memorial Day 
Ceremony, which is set for 3 May 2022 at 10:00 a.m. The ceremony will occur at Englewood 
Baptist Church. The address is 1350 S. Winstead Avenue in Rocky Mount, NC 27803. Attendance 
is also possible online and attached is that information as well. Unfortunately, we have lost a record 
number of officers who will be honored during this ceremony.  
 
Please let me know if you or anyone have any questions. 
As always, stay safe, 
 
      Sincerely, 
      Teresa Postell, Special Deputy Attorney General  
      Criminal Division, Appellate Post-Conviction 
      tpostell@ncdoj.gov 
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