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Question:  Can the 2015 Wood Frame Construction Manual (WFCM) published by the American Wood  

Council (formerly AF&PA) be used prescriptively for No. 2 Southern Pine headers?  

 
Answer:  
Yes.  Although Tables 2308.9.5 and 2308.9.6 do not prohibit the use of No. 2 Southern Pine for headers and 

girders as long as they are appropriately sized, the spans shown are inadequate for the new Southern Pine design 

values, except for No. 1 grade (and higher grade) Southern Pine lumber.  These tables can still be used for No. 2 

Douglas Fir-Larch, Hem-Fir, and Spruce-Pine-Fir lumber headers and girders. The American Wood Council 

(AWC) has published the 2015 Wood Frame Construction Manual (WFCM) which contains new tables for 

southern pine No.2 headers and girders that may be used as alternate materials as addressed by the NC 

Administrative Code and Policies, Section 105 and are subject to acceptance by the local code enforcement 

official (CEO). It is the general position of the Department of Insurance, Engineering Division that alternate 

materials may be accepted without an engineered design when the materials have been properly tested and 

evaluated and shown to be equivalent to those materials prescriptively included in the technical codes. The 

Engineering Division can recommend acceptance of the girder and header tables contained within the 2015 

WFCM as an acceptable alternate to the prescriptive framing members addressed by the North Carolina 

Residential Code. Below is a link to those tables which begin on page 260. 

http://www.awc.org/pdf/AWC_WFCM-2015_web-viewonly_1411.pdf 

In lieu of the tables published in the 2015 Wood Frame Construction Manual, the tables below have been 

developed by the Department of Insurance and can be used for southern pine No.2 lumber headers and girders. 

 

 

 

Keywords:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.awc.org/pdf/AWC_WFCM-2015_web-viewonly_1411.pdf


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


