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GENERAL STATUTES OF NORTH CAROLINA 

168A-6. DISCRIMINATION IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION 
IT IS A DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICE FOR A PERSON TO DENY A QUALIFIED HANDICAPPED 
PERSON THE FULL AND EQUAL ENJOYMENT OF THE GOODS, SERVICES, FACILITIES, PRIV­
ILEGES, ADVANTAGES, AND ACCOMMODATIONS OF A PLACE OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODA­
TION ON THE BASIS OF A HANDICAPPING CONDITION. IN THE AREA OF STRUCTURAL 
MODIFICATIONS, THIS SECTION MAY BE SATISFIED BY COMPLIANCE WITH THE NORTH 
CAROLINA BUILDING CODE. (Emphasis Added.) 
(1985, c.571, s.1.) 

143-138. NORTH CAROLINA STATE BUILDING CODE
Police Power Authorizes Establishment Of Standards For Buildings.-lT IS WITHIN THE
POLICE POWER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND OF A CITY, WHEN AUTHORIZED, TO
ESTABLISH MINIMUM STANDARDS, MATERIALS, DESIGNS, AND CONSTRUCTION OF BUILD­
INGS FOR THE SAFETY OF THE OCCUPANTS, THEIR NEIGHBORS, AND THE PUBLIC AT 
LARGE. State v. Walker, 265 N.C. 482, 114 S.E. 2d 419 (1965); Walker v. City of Charlotte, 276 N.C.

� 166, 171 S.E. 2d 431 (1970).
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING LIFE, HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS POWER TO PROMULGATE RULES, FIX MINIMUM STANDARDS,
PRESCRIBE MATERIALS AND DESIGNS FOR BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES SO
LONG AS THEY ARE NOT ARBITRARY CAPRICIOUS OR UNREASONABLE AND SO LONG AS
THEY TEND TO PROMOTE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE. IN THESE MATTERS, PROPER­
TY RIGHTS MUST YIELD TO THE PROPER EXERCISE OF THE POLICE POWER. Walker v. City
of Charlotte, 276 N.C. 166, 171 S.E. 2d 431 (1970).

Building Code Has Force Of Law.-THE 1936 NORTH CAROLINA BUILDING CODE HAS THE 
FORCE OF LAW. In Re O'Neal, 24 N.C. 714, 92 S.E. 2d 189 (1956); Lindstrom v. Chesnutt, 15 N.C. 
App. 15, 189 S.E. 2d 749 (1972). 

BY VIRTUE OF [143-138(f)], ON JULY 13, 1957, THE NORTH CAROLINA BUILDING CODE 
OF 1953 HAD THE FORCE OF LAW. Drum v. Bisaner, 252 N.C. 305, 113 S.E. 2d 560 (1960). 

A Violation Of The Bug!ding Code Is Negligence Per Se.-Lindstrom v. Chesnutt, 15 N.C. App. 
15, 189 S.E. 2d 749, cert. denied, 281 N.C. 757, 191 S.E. 2d 361 (1972). 
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