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FOREWORD

North Carolina has been a pioneer in the field of Statewide Building and
Fire Prevention regulations which have been enacted for the protection of
the public. The Building Laws passed in 1903 and 1905 created a Building
Code for materials and methods of construction in use at that time.

The General Assembly of 1933 created a Building Code Council and
authorized it to, in cooperation with the Commissioner of Insurance, prepare
and adopt a Building Code. The first North Carolina Building Code received
the approval of the official Building Code Council and the Commissioner of
Insurance in 1935 and was printed that same year. The General Assembly
of 1941 ratified and adopted this edition, which was known as the 1936
Edition.

The 1936 Edition contained a State Plumbing Code. It was rewritten by
the State Board of Health and the Building Code Council in 1954. The 1954
Edition was printed as Article XX of the State Code and it was bound in
the 1958 Edition. The 1933 Building Code Council authorized cities and towns
to make changes in the State Code as long as they were more stringent.

The 1957 Legislature rewrote the 1933 Building Code Council Act and
reorganized and expanded the Council. All local Codes different from the
State Code were required to be approved by the Council.

The Code is presented with the hope that its use will protect the public
from dangerous and hazardous conditions in buildings and will provide
architects and engineers a set of minimum standards to follow in designing
buildings. The Building Code Council has authority to make changes in the
Code when the wider use of materials and methods comply with standards
set forth in the Laws. From time to time there will be modifications and
changes in the Code.

This Heating and Air Conditioning Code of ég%' is the first edition. The@ - 79)
1969 Legislature made many changes and revisions in laws pertaining to
the construction industry, updating laws concerning codes and the inspection
program for use throughout the State of North Carolina.

This Heating and Air Conditioning Code incorporates suggestions made
by, or has been reviewed by representatives of the following organizations:
Engineering profession through the “Professional Engineers of North
Carolina”, and the “American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning Engineers’’; architectural profession through the North Carolina
Chapter of American Institute of Architects; State Board of Examiners of
Plumbing & Heating Contractors; North Carolina Heating, Air Condition-
ing and Gas Inspectors’ Association; Engineering School, North Carolina
State University; State Department of Administration (Property Control
and Construction Division); State Department of Labor (Bureau of Boiler
Inspection); State Department of Public Instruction, (Division of School
Planning); State Department of Education (School Maintenance); North
Carolina Warm Air Heating and Air Conditioning Contractors’ Association;
North Carolina Association Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors; League
of Municipalities; Carolina Oil Fuel Institute; Utilities of Gas and Electric;
Medical Care Commission of North Carolina (Hospital); Liquefied Petroleum
Gas through the North Carolina Department of Agriculture; Building Code
Council and others interested in the Code. For the excellent suggestions
and critical review we are grateful and hereby acknowledge these contri-
butions.

Note: All local amendments to this Code must be approved by the State
Building Code Council before they are legally effective. (See Sec. 108 of
Ch. 1, Administration of the State Code, in this Volume for procedure to
follow.)
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE BUILDING CODE
VOLUME Iii
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, REFRIGERATION & VENTILATION
CHAPTER | — ADMINISTRATION

Section 101—Title and Scope

101.1—TITLE

These rules and regulations shall be known as the 1971 Edition of the
North Carolina State Building Code, Volume III Heating, Air Conditioning,
Refrigeration and Ventilation, may be cited as such and will be referred to
hereinafter as this Code. [See G.S., 143-138 (a) and (b)]

101.2—PURPOSE

The purpose of the Code is to provide certain minimum standards, provi-
sions and requirements for reasonable safety, stable design, methods of con-
struction and uses of materials in buildings and/or structures hereafter
erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, converted to other
uses or demolished and to regulate the heating and air conditioning equip-
ment, maintenance, use and occupancy of all buildings and/or structures. All
regulations contained in the North Carolina State Building Code shall have
a reasonable and substantial connection with the public health, safety,
morals, or general welfare, and their provisions shall be construed liberally
to those ends. (See G. S. 143-138 (¢)

101.3—SCOPE

(a) NEW BUILDINGS: EXEMPTIONS. The Code shall apply to all new
buildings, structures and additions thereto wherever they might be situated
in the State of North Carolina,previded, however, that such regulations shall
not apply to the following types of buildings unless the governing body of
the municipality or the county wherein such buildings are located shall by
vote adopt a resolution making the regulations applicable to one or more
such types of buildings within its jurisdiction as defined in subsection (b) /97/& 4.
below: (Sec. 143-138 (b) Flfectsie

(1) Dwellings and outbuildings used in connection therewith; e )

(2) Apartment buildings used exclusively as the residence of not more
than two families;

(3) Temporary buildings or sheds used exclusively for construction pur-
poses, not exceeding twenty feet in any direction and not used for
living quarters.

This Code shall not apply to farm buildings located outside any munici-
pality. (See G. S. 143-138 (b)

(b) EXISTING BUILDINGS

1. Alterations: This Code shall apply to all alterations which affect the
safety of heating, air conditioning, gas piping, refrigeration and ventilation
of any building in the State of North Carolina except those exempted in
Section 101.3 (a) above. (See G. S. 143-138 (b))

2. Change of Use: This Code shall apply to all buildings which are to be
devoted to a new use and which the requirements of this code are in any
way more stringent than the requirement covering the previous use of the
building. (See G. S. 143-138 (b))
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Section 102

SECTION 102—CONTENT OF STATE BUILDING CODE

Volume I — General Construction

Volume I-A — Fire Resistance Ratings

Volume II  — Plumbing

Volume III — Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration & Ventilation
Volume IV — Electrical

(See G.S. 143-138 (b))

SECTION 103—ADMINISTRATION BY
COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE

103.1—GENERAL

The Commissioner of Insurance shall have general supervision through
the Division of Engineering of the Department of Insurance, of the adminis-
tration and enforcement of all sections of the North Carolina State Building
Code referred to in Section 102 above (except elevators), through the co-
operation of local inspectors appointed by the governing body of municipalities
and counties (G.S. 143-139 (b))

103.2—STAFF FOR BUILDING CODE COUNCIL

The Engineering Division serves as Staff for the Building Code Council.
(See G.S. 143- 137 (¢))

103.3—RIGHT OF ENTRY

The Commissioner of Insurance and his authorized deputies in the En-
gineering Division have the right at all reasonable hours to enter into or
upon all buildings in their jurisdiction for the purpose of examination and
inspection. (See G.S. 69-4, 69-13, 160-143, 143-139 (b))

103.4—INSPECTIONS

The Commissioner of Insurance through the Division of Engineering may
inspect any building wherever it may be situated in the State to assist local
officials in the enforcement of the Building Code. (See G.S. 143-139 (b))

SECTION 104—ADMINISTRATION BY BUILDING CODE COUNCIL
G.S. 143-136

104.1

Building Code Council created; membership—(a) Creation; Membership;
Terms— There is created by Statute a Building Code Council composed of
ten members appointed by the Governor, consisting of one registered archi-
tect, one licensed general contractor, one registered architect or licensed gen-
eral contractor specializing in residential design or construction, one register-
ed engineer practicing structural engineering, one registered engineer
practicing mechanical engineering, one registered engineer practicing
electrical engineering, one licensed plumbing and heating contractor, one
municipal or county building inspector; a representative of the public who is
not a member of the building construction industry; and a registered en-
gineer on the engineering staff of a State agency charged with approval of
plans of state-owned buildings.

104.2—OFFICERS

The Council shall elect from its appointed members a Chairman and Vice-
Chairman. Officers shall serve for a period of two years from the date of
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Section 104

election or until their successors are elected. (See G.S. 143-137 (a) & 143-
136)

104.3—MEETINGS
The Building Code Council shall meet regularly the second Tuesday in

SURC T MareR and Septemlzgwﬁpecial meetings may be called by the Chairman. Any

five members of the/Council shall constitute a quorum. (See G.S. 143-137 (b))

DEcErnN2EeNw
104.4—DUTIES

The Building Code Council shall have the duty of adopting and amending
the North Carolina State Building Code, the approval of local ordinances
and hearing appeals from the decision of an enforcement agency. (See G.S.
143-138 (a), (d) and (g); 143-141)

104.5—STAFF AND PERSONNEL

The Division of Engineering of the Department of Insurance shall serve
as the staff for the Council. (See G.S., 143-137(C)

104.6—RECOMMENDED STATUTORY CHANGES AND ENFORCEMENT
PROCEDURES

(a) The Building Code Council has the duty of studying the building laws
of the State and to recommend to the Legislature desirable changes to sim-
plify and improve such laws. (See G.S. 143-142 (a))

(b) The Council has the duty of advising State Agencies as to any changes
in Administrative practice to improve enforcement of the building laws.
(See G.S. 143-142 (b))

SECTION 105—ADMINISTRATION BY LOCAL BUILDING OFFICIALS
(Building Inspector, Plumbing Inspector,
Heating & Air Conditioning Inspector)

105.1—OFFICE OF BUILDING OFFICIAL (BUILDING INSPECTOR
CREATED)
Note: The Building Inspector who is delegated to enforce the Heating
& Air Conditioning Code is usually referred to as the Heating & Air
Conditioning Inspector

(a) City Building Inspector: There is created by Statute the office of
building inspector in all cities and towns of 1000 or more in population
according to the last U.S. census whose duty shall be to enforce the North
Carolina State Building Code including Volumes I, II, IIT & IV. (See G.S.
160-115)

(b) County Building Inspector: The Board of County Commissioners may
appoint one or more building inspectors to enforce the State Building Code
including Volumes I, II, III & IV. (See G.S. 153-341 thru 153-366)

(¢) Combination City and County Building Inspectors: By mutual agree-
ment between the County Commissioners and the City Commissioners, a
building inspector or inspectors may be appointed to serve a county and
cities within the county and/or one or more counties. (See G.S. 153-344.
See Local Administrative Ordinance G.S. 160-118)

(d) County Heating Inspector: The County Commissioners may appoint
one or more Heating & Air Conditioning Inspectors to enforce the State
Heating & Air Conditioning Code and approved local regulations. (See G.S.
153-341. See Local Administrative Ordinance)
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105.2—DUTIES AND AUTHORITY OF HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
INSPECTOR

(a) Duties of Heating & Air Conditioning Inspector. The inspector shall
have the power, and it shall be his duty, to enforce the requirements and
provisions of this code; to approve or disapprove the plans and specifications
pertinent to heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation within a
reasonable time after receipt of an application; to issue permits, notices and
certificates; to witness tests and/or accept certification as required by the
architect and designing engineer and to perform such other duties that may
be required by the local governing authority, in connection with the admin-
istration and enforcement of this code and other applicable heating and
air conditioning regulations. (See G.S. 160-115 and 153-342)

(b) The Inspection Department may revoke a permit in accordance with
G.S. 160-127. The Inspection Department may issue a “Stop Order” as
stipulated in G.S. 160-126. Unsafe buildings may be condemned in accordance
with G.S. 160-131 and G.S. 160-132. The Inspection Department shall issue
a certificate of compliance for satisfactory and completed work as per G.S.
160-128.

Buildings constructed by the State of North Carolina in accordance with
plans and specifications approved by the North Carolina Department of
Administration are not subject to inspection by the heating and air condi-
tioning inspector of a county or municipality or the Codes and requirements
thereof. (G.S. 143-135.1 and in accordance with G.S. 143-131.1)

(¢) Discretionary Power, Appeal: In the event heating, air conditioning,
refrigeration and ventilation cannot be reasonably installed, altered or
restored in accordance with the provisions of this code, due to structural
barrier, the decision of the inspector shall prevail, based upon general ac-
cepted standards that will not jeopardize the public health or safety. Should
any controversy arise relating to the interpretation of this code, the master
mechanic or installer may appeal to the local governing authority, provided,
however, an appeal from the local governing authority or inspector may be
taken to the Engineering Division of the Department of Insurance or to the
N.C. Building Code Council or Superior Court, as provided for in G.S. 143-139
and G.S. 143-141).

105.3—LICENSING OF HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING AND RE-
FRIGERATION CONTRACTORS

(a) Master; The word ‘“Master” when used in this code shall be deemed
and held to mean a person who holds a current license, H-1, H-2 or H-3,
issued by the State Board of Examiners of Plumbing & Heating Con-
tractors in accordance with the provisions of GS 87, Article 2, which author-
izes the said person to engage in the business of heating and air conditioning
contracting in cities or towns having a population of more than 1500 in
accordance with the last official U.S. Census.

H-1 Heating Group No. 1 (GS87-21 (a) (2). “The phrase ‘heating group
No. 1’ shall be deemed and held to be the heating system of a
building which requires the use of high or low pressure steam,
vapor or hot water, including all piping, ducts and mechanical
equipment appurtenant thereto, within, adjacent to or connected
with a building, for comfort heating.”

H-2 Heating Group No. 2 (GS 87-2 (a) (3). “The phrase ‘heating group
No. 2’ shall be deemed and held to be the air conditioning system
of a building which provides conditioned air for comfort cooling
by the lowering of temperature, requiring a total of more than 15
motor horse power or a total of more than 15 tons of mechanical
refrigeration, in single or multiple units, and air distribution ducts.”
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H-3 Heating Group No. 3 (GS 87-21 (a) (4). “The phrase ‘heating,
group No. 3’ shall be deemed and held to be a direct heating system
of a building which produces heat to raise the temperature of the
space within the building for the purpose of comfort in which electric
heating elements or products of combustion exchange heat either
directly with the building supply air or indirectly through a heat
exchanger and using an air distribution system of ducts.

LICENSE FOR REFRIGERATION

Refrigeration business or contracting is defined to include all persons,
firms or corporations engaged in the installation, maintenance, servicing
and repairing of refrigeration machinery. It shall not apply to replace-
ment of lamps, and fuses and equipment connected by attachment plug-in
devices. It shall not apply to selling, repairing and installing air con-
ditioning units, devices for the purpose of comfort cooling. It shall apply
only in cities or towns of a population of more than 10,000.

(b) Installer; The work “installer” when used in this code shall be deemed
and held to mean a person who installs heating and air conditioning equip-
ment, or who is responsible for the installation of heating and air conditioning
equipment, in accordance with the provisions of this code, in cities, towns or
incorporated areas required by the State Board of Examiners of Plumbing
and Heating Contractors.

(c) Jowrneyman or Mechanic: For the purpose of this code, the word
“Journeyman” shall be deemed and held to mean a person who is skilled in
the art of installing heating and air conditioning and who is employed by,
and under the supervision and jurisdiction of a Master or Installer as
defined herein.

105.4—PERMITS REQUIRED

(a) Applications, permits Required: (Exceptions) Applications shall be
obtained from the inspector for the installation of heating, air conditioning
systems, or refrigeration systems and ventilation systems, or the extensions,
alterations or general repairs thereof, in accordance with the provisions of
this code; however, the provisions of this code shall not apply to those who
make minor repairs or replacements to an already installed system of heating,
air conditioning or refrigeration or ventilation systems, provided such re-
pairs or replacements in no way disrupts the original water supply, waste
or ventilating systems. In the event old equipment is replaced, a permit shall
be secured and same shall be inspected by the inspector.

(b) Applications, Permits Issued to Master Heating, Air Conditioning,
Refrigeration and Ventilation Installers: Applications to install heating, air
conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation systems shall be received from,
and permits issued only to, master heating, air conditioning, refrigera-
tion and ventilation installers, as defined herein. When applications and
permits are required in cities or towns, same shall be made by, and issued
to, the installer of heating and air conditioning or refrigeration and venti-
lating system or the person responsible for the installation of same.

(c) Master Heating & Air Conditioning contractor or installer not to Secure
Permit For Others: No heating and air conditioning contractor shall secure
a permit from the heating and air conditioning inspector for others, not
qualified in accordance with the provision of this code, to install heating and
air conditioning.

(d) Applications, Permits Required Before Work Begins: Applications must
be approved by, and permits secured from the heating and air conditioning
inspector before beginning the installation, alteration or restoration of
heating and air conditioning as provided in this code.
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(e) Permit may be revoked, Damages: The heating and air conditioning
inspector at any time during the progress of the installation of heating and
air conditioning may revoke a permit for reason of noncompliance with the
provisions of this code and, further, upon the condition that interested parties
shall have no claim for damages that may result from such procedure.

105.5—INSPECTIONS REQUIRED

(a) Inspection required: All heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and
ventilation installed in accordance with the provision of this code shall be
inspected and/or tested by the inspector and no part of the heating, air
conditioning, refrigeration or ventilation system shall be covered until same
has been so inspected and approved as herein prescribed.

(b) Request for Inspection: Requests for inspection of heating and air
conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation as required in this code shall be
filed by the master contractor or the installer of same in the office of the
inspector at such time as the local governing authority may determine.

105.6—HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING, REFRIGERATION AND
VENTILATION SYSTEM TESTED

(a) In order to prevent the use of defective materials and to provide for a
safe system of heating and/or air conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation,
said system may be tested for proper controls and safety devices in the pres-
ence of the heating and air conditioning inspector. Where deemed advisable
by the Inspector, the system in large installations may be inspected in sections.

(b) Gas and Oil Piping Tested

Piping for natural gas, for L.P. gas and oil lines shall be tested upon
completion by pressure tests as required by the heating and air conditioning
inspector (See Principle No. 10 and as per NFPA 54, 58 and 31)

105.7—FEES

(a) Inspection Fees: Prior to the issuance of a permit to install, alter or
restore heating or air conditioning in accordance with the provision of this
code, the master heating and air conditioning installer shall pay the required
inspection fees, as designated by the local governing authority.

Section 106—APPEALS

106.1—APPEALS TO COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE

Any person desiring to raise any questions under the North Carolina State
Building Code shall be entitled to a full hearing before the Commissioner of
Insurance upon proper request in writing by any such person. (G.S. 143-140,
69-13)

106.2—APPEALS TO BUILDING CODE COUNCIL FROM DECISIONS OF
STATE ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

(a) Any person desiring to take an appeal to the Building Code Council from
the decision of a State or local enforcement agency must file such an appeal
within 80 days after such decision giving written notice to the Council. (See
G.S. 143-141)

(b) Procedural Rules for Appeals from Decisions of Enforcement Agencies:
Rule 1—Time of Notice—Any person wishing to appeal from the decision of
an enforcement agency to the Building Code Council shall give a written
Notice of Appeal as follows:

[1-6]



Section 106
/4
(a) The original and eleven copies of said notice shall be filed not later
than 30 days from the date of the decision of the enforcement agency with
the Building Code Council, c/o Division of Engineering, Department of
Insurance, Box 26387, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27611.

(b) The Staff of the Building Code Council shall immediately forward
one copy of said notice to the enforcement agency from which the appeal is
taken.

(¢) The time within which notice is to be filed, shall be computed by
excluding the first and including the last day. If the last day is Saturday,
Sunday or a legal holiday, it must be excluded.

Rule 2—Form of Notice—Whenever Notices of Appeal is given as provided
by these rules, said notice shall be legally printed, typewritten or mineo-
graphed and shall contain the following information:

(a) The name of the party or parties taking the appeal:

(b) The name of the enforcement agency and the date of the decision
from which the appeal is taken:

(¢) The decision from which the appeal is taken must be set forth in full
in the Notice of Appeal, or a copy of said decision must be attached to all
copies of the Notice of Appeal;

(d) The contentions and allegations of fact of the party or parties taking
the appeal must be set forth in full in a clear and concise manner with
particular reference to the section or sections of the North Carolina State
Building Code in controversy;

(e) The original notice shall be signed by the party or parties filing
same. No notarization or verification is required.

Rule 3—Time for Hearing—Upon the proper filing of an appeal in accord-
ance with these rules, the Chairman of the Building Code Council shall
cause the appeal to be heard by the Council within a reasonable time with
at least ten days notice to Council members.

Rule 4—Notice to Appellant—The Chairman of the Building Code Coun-
cil shall cause all appeals to be docketed for hearing and shall fix the time
and place for said hearing and shall cause not less than ten days notice in
writing, of the time and place of the hearing on the appeal to be given to
the appellant, the enforcement agency from which the appeal is taken and
all members of the Council.

Rule 5—Dismissal—The Council shall, upon motion of the enforcement
agency or on its own motion, dismiss all appeals for the following reasons:
(a) Not prosecuted by the appellant.

(b) All appeals wherein the Notice of Appeal has not been filed in
accordance with these rules.

(c) For lack of jurisdiction.

106.3—APPEALS TO COURT

By Statute a person may appeal directly to the Superior Court in the
county in which the building is to be situated with or without an appeal to

the Building Code Council. (See G.S. 153-141(d))

106.4—LOCAL BOARD OF APPEALS (See Local Administrative Ordinance)
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SECTION 107—Amendments to State Building Code.

107.1—PROCEDURAL RULES FOR HEARING BEFORE THE BUILDING
CODE COUNCIL ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE NORTH
CAROLINA STATE BUILDING CODE, VOLUME III, HEATING,
AIR CONDITIONING, REFRIGERATION AND VENTILATION

The following procedural rules shall apply when any citizen, state agency
or political subdivision of the State makes application to the Building Code
Council requesting that the North Carolina State Building Code be revised
or amended pursuant to G.S. 143-138 (d):

Rule 1—Request of Hearing—Any citizen, State agency, or political sub-
division of the State requesting a hearing before the Building Code Council
for the above purposes sball submit a written request as follows:

(a) An original and ten copies of said request for hearing shall be filed
with the Building Code Council, c¢/o Division of Engineering, Department
of Insurance, Box 26387, Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

(b) The staff of the Building Code Council shall immediately forward one
copy of said request to each member of the Building Code Council.

Rule 2—Form of Request for Hearing—FEach request shall be legibly
printed, typewritten or mimeographed and shall contain the following
information:

(a) Name, address and basis of interest of party or parties requesting
hearing.

(b) The proposed amendment to the North Carolina State Building
Code must be set forth in full, and the request shall contain explicit
reference to the affected section or sections of the Building Code.

(¢) The request shall state, in support of the proposed amendment or
amendments, the reason for proposing the amendment or amendments.

(d) The proposed amendment or amendments shall comply with the
standards set forth in G.S. 143-138(c¢) and reference to the particular
standards and sections involved shall be set forth in the request for hear-
ing.

(e) The original request for a hearing shall be signed by the party or
parties or their duly authorized agent submitting same.

Rule 3—Time of Hearing—Upon the proper filing of a request for hearing
in accordance with these rules, the Chiarman of the Building Code
Council shall cause a hearing to be held within a reasonable time and not
to exceed six months; said hearing shall be open to the public.

Rule 4—Notice of Hearing—The Chairman of the Building Code Council
shall fix the time and place for said public hearing and shall cause notice
of the hearing to be given as follows:

(a) Notice in writing to the party or parties or their duly authorized
agents requesting the hearing not less than fifteen days prior to the
hearing; 3

(b) Notice of public hearing by publication as required by G.S. 143-138
@;

(¢) Not less than ten days notice in writing to all members of the Build-
ing Code Council.

Rule 5—Improper Filing of Request for Hearing—When a request for
hearing is filed under this Section other than in accordance with these
Rules, the staff of the Building Code Council shall notify the applicant of
proper procedure to follow.
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107.2—PRINTING AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the State Building Code will be printed once each year as
an accumulative supplement. (See G.S. 143-138(g))

SECTION 108—APPROVAL OF LOCAL ORDINANCES

108.1—LOCAL CODES AND ORDINANCES TO BE APPROVED

The 1957 Legislature revised the North Carolina Building Code Council
act which requires that all local city and county building, plumbing, heating,
air conditioning, refrigeration, ventilation and electrical ordinances be
approved by the Council before they are legally effective. In the interest of
standardization of local codes and ordinances throughout the State and to
further facilitate statutory and code references by all inspectors, architects,
engineers, builders and the general public and the resultant ease of
understanding and enforcement brought about by uniformity, the Building
Code Council has taken the position of approving only those local amend-
ments to the State Building Code which are deemed absolutely necessary on
a local basis in lieu of approving a separate code for each city or county.

108.2—PROCEDURAL RULES

The following procedural rules shall apply when any city or county makes
application to the Building Code Council requesting approval of a local
ordinance.

Rule 1
.(a) An original and 11 copies of the request for the hearing and pro-
posed local ordinance shall be filed with the Building Code Council in care
of the Division of Engineering, Department of Insurance, Box 26387,
Raleigh, North Carolina.

(b) Request for the hearing must be signed by a responsible official of
the city or county.

(¢) Request for hearing and copies of ordinance must be sent in at least
15 days before date of hearing to be acted on. (Regular meetings of the
Council are held the second Tuesday in March and September).

Rule 2

All Local Ordinances (including those relating to Building construction;
plumbing; heating and air conditioning; refrigeration and ventilation; and
electrical must be divided into three major sections:

1. Local administrative regulations, fees, etc. dealing with administra-
tion of the Code. These regulations shall not conflict with State laws.

2. Reference to an adoption of the State Building Code (including gen-
eral construction, plumbing, heating and air conditioning, refrigeration and
ventilation and electrical). Reference also should be made to adoption of
the recommended Uniform Residential Code for dwellings if it is desired
to have regulations applicable to dwellings.

3. The proposed amendments to the State Building Code (including
general construction, plumbing, heating and air conditioning, refrigeration
and ventilation and electrical) must be set forth in full, designating page
and paragraph reference to that section of the State Building Code pro-
posed to be modified or supplemented.

Rule 3

The reasons for requesting the change to the State Code must be shown.
Reference to sections of nationally recognized standards set forth in G.S.
143-138(c) should be made to support this request.
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Rule 4

After approval of the Council and local administrative body, two copies
of all amendments must be sent to the Secretary of the Council in the form
they are to be distributed, one for the Council’s file and the other to be
stamped approved by the Building Code Council and returned for the local
file.

SECTION 109—ALTERNATE MATERIALS AND ALTERNATE METHODS OF
CONSTRUCTION

The provisions of this code are not intended to prevent the use of any
material, or method of construction not specifically prescribed by this code,
provided any such alternate has been approved and its use authorized by the
heating and air conditioning official. The heating and air conditioning official
shall approve any such alternate, provided he finds that the proposed design
is satisfactory and complies with the provision of this Code, and that the
material, method, or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the
equivalent of that prescribed in the code in quality, strength, effectiveness,
fire-resistance, durability and safety. The heating and air conditioning
official shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to sub-
stantiate any claim that may be made regarding its use. If, in the opinion of
the heating and air conditioning official the evidence and proof are not
sufficient to justify approval, the applicant may refer the entire matter to the
Building Code Council. (See G.S. 143-141)

SECTION 110—VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Any person who shall be adjudged to have violated the North Carolina
State Building Code shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall upon con-
viction be liable to a fine not to exceed $50.00 for each offense. Each thirty
days that such violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense. (See G.S. 14-68. 69-36 and 69-37; 87-14; 143-138(h); 160-119; 160-
120; 160-121; 160-125 thru 160-136; 153-356 thru 153-362)

SECTION 111—VALIDITY

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Code is for any
reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity
of the remaining portions of this Code.

Section 109—3-13-73—Alternate Materials and Methods of Construction
—Substitute the following wording for Section 109:

“Although a certain material, or a particular method of construction, is
specifically prescribed by this Code, this Code is not intended to prevent
the use of a material, or method of construction, different from the
material, or method of construction specifically prescribed by the Code,
provided any such alternate material or method of construction has been
approved and its use authorized by the building official. The building
official shall approve any such alternate material, or method of con-
struction, provided the building official, in his sole discretion, finds that
the proposed alternate material, or method of construction complies with
the provisions of Chapter XII, and that the alternate material, or alternate
method of construction is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent
of that specifically prescribed by the Code in quality, strength, effective-
ness, fire-resistance, durability and safety. The building official may
require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any
claim that may be made regarding its use, and, in the opinion of tl!e
building official, the evidence and proof are not sufficient to justify his
approval, the agrieved party may refer the entire matter to the Building
Code Council.”
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